
SelectUSA (http://selectusa.commerce.gov/) 

 

SelectUSA, a part of the International Trade Administration within the U.S. Department 

of Commerce, leads the United States government’s efforts to facilitate business 

investment in the United States.  Their services for firms include: 

 Ombudsman Service to help investors address issues involving federal rules, 

regulations, programs, or activities related to existing, pending, and potential 

investments.  

 Information on Federal business incentives, grants, loan and other programs 

 Information on the competitive and regulatory landscape in the United States, 

investment trends, and how to establish and operate a business in the United States 

 Introduction to economic development organizations 

 Information related to foreign direct investment in the U.S.   

  

Additional resources: 

Federal Incentives and Programs Available to Investors: 

SelectUSA has compiled a searchable list of federal incentives and programs available to 

investors. To access this list, please go to http://selectusa.commerce.gov/investment-

incentives.  

 

Small Business Administration (SBA) Financing: 

With regard to SBA financing, it is important to keep in mind that while this is a federal 

agency, there are many locations around the United States, usually housed or co-located 

with our state EDO partners. The following web site provides information on the types of 

funding that are available for small businesses in the United States: 

http://www.sba.gov/loanprograms. 

  

Doing Business in the United States: 

As a starting point for understanding business and investment in the United States, you 

may want to review the following two resources:   
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 Baker and McKenzie’s Legal Guide to Acquisitions and Doing Business in the United 

States:http://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1037&contex

t=lawfirms 

 HLB International’s Guide to Doing Business in the 

USA: http://www.hlbi.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=37&It

emid=19 (Choose “The United States” in the drop down menu). 

  

Important Contacts and Resources: 

In the United States, the transactional facilitation of establishing a business, including 

everything from site selection to the incorporation of your business, is completed at the 

state level.  

To help you find the right resources SelectUSA maintains a list of designated state 

investment promotion officials, which you may find on the SelectUSA Contacts page of 

their website.   

  

Incorporation/Site Location: 

The statutes governing the incorporation process, including obtaining appropriate permits 

and licenses, will differ among jurisdictions in the United States.  To research 

information about state processes for incorporation or review the steps to register a 

business, please visit http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-

managing-business/starting-business/choose-register-your-busi, click ‘register with state 

agencies’ and select individual states. 

  

Workforce: 

In your search for the type of workforce best suited for your venture into the United 

States, please visit the Tools section of the SelectUSA website. 

The ZoomProspector.com tool utilizes the Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 

software to search communities based on your criteria. 
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Visas: 

With regard to visas, please consult the U.S. Department of State's Business Visa Center 

(http://www.travel.state.gov/content/visas/english.html) or visit our U.S. embassy Athens 

website http://athens.usembassy.gov/ . 

The type of visa you will require to enter the United States is defined by immigration 

law, and relates to the purpose of your travel.  If you have a question about what aspects 

of immigration law and regulation are applicable in certain cases, the State Department's 

Office of Visa Services, Public Inquiries section can usually explain the legal aspects of 

immigration.  Information is available to the public by telephone at the Visa Services, 

Public Inquiries Division at telephone (202) 663-1225 or by FAX at (202) 663-3899.  

The telephone number provides the caller with a selection of pre-recorded information 

and the ability to talk to a visa specialist during business hours.   

  

Openness: 

The U.S. investment regime is open to foreign investment and is based on the principle of 

national treatment (giving foreigners no less favorable treatment than one’s own 

nationals). Foreign investors benefit from an open, transparent, and nondiscriminatory 

investment climate.  In addition, the United States offers foreign investors free 

transferability of capital and profits, advanced physical and financial infrastructure, and 

nondiscriminatory legal recourse in the event of an investment-related dispute. 

In line with these principles, there are few federal procedures that a foreign investor must 

undertake to purchase a stake in a U.S. company.  The United States does not maintain a 

mandatory screening body to review and approve foreign investments.  Additionally, 

there are no regulations of "minimum investments required" or other stipulations.  In 

general, foreign companies are treated the same as domestic companies, and must follow 

the same laws, rules, and procedures for acquiring or administering an investment. 

  

Real Estate: 

Concerning purchasing real estate, SelectUSA is unable to directly assist unless there is a 

significant job creation component, such as a new real estate development project.  There 

exist some very limited federal restrictions on foreign ownership of U.S. real estate 
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property.  Some states do maintain restrictions on foreign ownership of agricultural 

lands.  The representatives on the contact list will be able to answer your real estate 

questions.  Perhaps you might also consider contacting a real estate attorney to review 

any proposed real estate transactions. 

If you need information about residential real estate in the United States, please access 

the resources of the National Association of Realtors (www.realtor.org).  If you want to 

locate a realtor, take a look at www.realtor.com/realestateagents-

search/WhichPages.aspx?city=&state=&source=hp.  The organization also has a 

webpage for international real estate research 

athttp://www.realtor.org/research/research/reportsintl. Additionally, the Association of 

Foreign Investors in Real Estate (AFIRE) may be a relevant resource to you, 

at www.afire.org.  
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